PAGE  
3

	Conference of peripheral 

maritime regions of europe

[image: image1.emf]


ΔΙΑΣΚΕΨΗ ΠΕΡΙΦΕΡΕΙΑΚΩΝ 
ΠΑΡΑΚΤΙΩΝ ΠΕΡΙΟΧΩΝ ΤΗΣ ΕΥΡΩΠΗΣ
	CPMR BALKAN & BLACK SEA

REGIONAL COMMISSION
[image: image2.jpg]CPMR - BALKAN & BLACK SEA
REGIONAL COMMISSION




ΠΕΡΙΦΕΡΕΙΑΚΗ ΕΠΙΤΡΟΠΗ ΤΩΝ ΒΑΛΚΑΝΙΩΝ

&  ΤΗΣ ΜΑΥΡΗΣ ΘΑΛΑΣΣΑΣ


CPMR BALKAN / BLACK SEA COMMISSION
ENLARGED POLITICAL BUREAU

1 APRIL 2005, KAVALA, GREECE

POLICY PAPER
· POLITICAL PRIORITIES AND OBJECTIVES

· AREAS OF ACTION

· MEMBERSHIP AND EXPANSION POLICY OF THE BBSRC

· FINANCIAL ISSUES

The BBSRC was established in order to promote closer co-operation and knowledge of E.U Governance among peripheral regions of the Balkan and Black Sea area. The BBSRC is the newest of the six Geographical Commissions with in the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe (CPMR). 
CPMR regions aim to work together for a more balanced development of the European Union, states in accession procedure and neighboring countries with a view to strengthening their economic, social and territorial cohesion. BBSRC membership include regions representing Greece, Romania, Turkey, Ukraine and Croatia.  Bulgaria, we believe will also officially join CPMR and BBSRC, soon.
 .
Through the enlargement procedure of the European Union to the Eastern Europe, the perspectives of both eastern and western regions look now better with growing economies and stabilized democratic institutions.

The BBSRC should base its strategy on the development of further partnership between regional authorities, cross border and neighboring regions as well as to manage the challenges and opportunities presented in the Balkan and Black Sea area. The goal is to promote common interests, especially in relation to the European Institutions and National Governments.
Structural changes have already occurred within the Balkan and Black Sea area and it is expected that such changes would be even greater in the near future. It is a value in itself that the peripheral and maritime regions of the BBSRC are involved in a continuing multilateral dialogue by elaborating together strategies aiming to cope with both short-term and long term challenges.

DEFINING AREAS OF ACTION

The BBSRC in order to be more effective has to define specific areas of common action according to the existing political priorities of its member regions or of CPMR. The areas of common action will gradually increase in the future by creating thematic working groups. It would be a good idea to set a topic for discussion and common involvement in every General Assembly of the BBSRC. In case member regions will consider it appropriate, a thematic group can then be created.
Some of the topics which are in the present working area of the CPMR are the following:

· Financial perspectives and State aid

· Services of general interest

· Maritime safety

· Integrated coastal zone management

· Cohesion

· Employment and training

· Territorial cooperation

· Governance

· Sustainable Development

· Research and Innovation

· Energy
Other possible areas of cooperation could be the following:

· Culture 
· Protection of the environment

· Transport and accessibility

· Youth/student exchanges

· Common participation to E.U programs in general 

It is well understood that for all the above the BBSRC has to rely on the knowledge and work capacity of its member regions.
MEMBERSHIP AND EXPANSION POLICY OF THE BBSRC 
In the next years, the geographic area which covers the BBSRC is going to be one of the most important areas in Europe with a huge political potential. This is already clear even today taking into consideration the current policies and priorities of the E.U.
In fact, the BBSRC was established for this very same reason; to be present in the area and meet the challenges of the future.

To this direction, it is important that BBSRC expands to as many regions as possible in all states, current members or not of CPMR. The work and activities of CPMR and BBSRC need to be known among national governments and local and regional authorities. To this extent the following have to take place:
· Expansion of CPMR and BBSRC to regions from states, which are not members yet. Bulgaria, Serbia, Russia, Georgia, Albania and Slovenia. Ukraine and Croatia will be good to develop stronger ties with CPMR and BBSRC. It is recommended a visit of the President of BBSRC and the Secretary General of CPMR  to take place in all the above states and regions provided that such contacts are well organized in advance mainly from Brussels through official links.
· Contacts should be developed with international Organizations involved in the area and even NGO’s.
· Member regions of CPMR have to be encouraged to take part and contribute to the work of both CPMR and BBSRC.

· CPMR and BBSRC have to include in their agenda issues which are important for the member regions of BBSRC.

· Secure the function and existence of BBSRC

· Appoint a contact person in every region member in order to secure good coordination between the region and BBSRC.
· General Assembly meetings to be organised in a different region every time in order to promote closer cooperation and contacts among regions.
FINANCIAL ISSUES 
All member regions should contribute to the expenses of both CPMR and BBSRC and make all possible other contributions aiming to make the work of the BBSRC possible.
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